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Edmonton, August 31st, 1939. 


To His Honour, 


J. C. Bowen, 
Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Alberta. 


SIR: 
I have the honour to transmit herewith the Report of the Depart- 
ment of Municipal Affairs for the year 1938. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


LuciEN Maynarp, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2018 with funding from 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta - Alberta Legislature Library ~. 


httos://archive.org/details/annualreportofa1938albe_0 


OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY MINISTER 


August 30th, 1939. 
Hon. Lucten Maynarp, 


Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


Sir: 


I have the honour to submit herewith the Twenty-seventh Annual 
Report of the Department of Municipal Affairs for the year 1938. 


LEGISLATION 


During the year 1939 the following Acts or Amending Acts were 
placed on the Statutes of the Province, all of which have some 
bearing on the work of the Municipalities or the Department: 

The Agricultural Relief Advances Act, 1938, Amendment Act. 

1939: 

The Assessment Act Amendment Act, 1939; 

The Department of Municipal Affairs Act Amendment Act, 1939; 

The Drainage Districts Act Amendment Act, 1939; 

The Early Closing Act Amendment Act, 1939; 

The Eastern Irrigation District Act Amendment Act; 

The Electric Power Taxation Act Amendment Act, 1939; 

The Grain Charges Limitation Act; 

The Hospitals Act Amendment Act; 

The Improvement Districts Act, 1927, Amendment Act, 1939; 

The Local Authorities Borrowings Guarantee Act, 1937, Amend- 

mrmaent Act, 1939: 
The Local Tax Arrears Consolidation Act, 1933, Amendment 
ANG BP 
The Local Tax Arrears Consolidation Act, 1934, Amendment Act, 
1939; 

The Municipal Distriet Amendment Act, 1939; 

The Municipal Hospitals Act, Amendment Act; 

The Pipe Line Taxation Act, Amendment Act, 1939; 

The Seed Grain and Other Advances Security Act Amendment 

Act, 1939; 
The Tax Recovery Act, 1938, Amendment Act, 1939; 
The Town and Village Act, Amendment Act. 


The Municipalities of the Province as a whole have been carrying 
on in their usual conservative manner. There have been a few 
changes, the details of which are mentioned later on in the Report. 


STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The statistical information contained in this Report is compiled 
from financial statements furnished by the various Cities, Towns, 
Villages and Municipal Districts, and covers the calendar year 1938. 
Information regarding Improvement Districts is taken from depart- 
mental records and covers the fiscal year from April Ist, 1938, to 
March 31st, 1939. 


CoMPARISONS FOR THE YEARS 1937 anp 1938 
Cites (7) 
-- There has been no change in the number of cities, and the total 
population shows an increase of two thousand. 
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forty-four thousand, five hundred and sixty-one dollars and fifty- 
four cents. This is due to one issue by the Village of Fairview of 
twenty thousand dollars for the purpose of building a hospital, and 
the approximately five-thousand-dollar reduction in the debenture 
liabilities of other villages. 


The unpaid temporary loans show only a very slight increase 
over the year 1937. 


Municrpat Districts (151) 


During the year 1938 the number of municipal districts has been 
reduced from one hundred and fifty-eight (158) to one hundred 
and fifty-one (151). This reduction is accounted for as follows: 

M.D. of Excelsior, No. 92, has been dissolved and is now an Improvement 
District. 

M.D. of Clifton, No. 127, has been dissolved and is now an Improvement 
District and forms part of Bow West Special Area. 

M.D. of Collholme, No. 243, was dissolved and now forms part of Sounding 
Creek Municipal District No. 273 (Sounding Creek Special Area). 

M.D. of Richdale, No. 274, and M.D. of Hand Hills, No. 275, have been 
dissolved and now form part of Dowling Lake Municipal District, No. 
305 (Sullivan Lake Special Area). 

M.D. of Canmer, No. 301, has been dissolved and now forms part of the 
Municipal District of Neutral Hills, No. 331 (Neutral Hills Special Area). 

M.D. of Hiram, No. 304, has been dissolved and now forms part of the 
Municipal District of Dowling Lake, No. 305 (Sullivan Lake Special Area). 


Assessment: 


The population shows a slight decrease. This is warranted, as 
two municipal districts were changed to the status of Improvement 
Districts during the year and are not included in the present 
figures. 


This remark also applies to the reduction in the assessable acre- 
age and also to the total assessment. 


Taxation: 


As in last year’s report there is very little to say about this 
statement, except for the fact that the amount of cancellations, which 
were exceedingly heavy last year, have now returned to a more 
normal figure. 


Receipts: 


The year 1938 was an exceptionally good collection year in all 
municipalities, and the increase in ordinary municipal receipts was 
in excess of four hundred thousand dollars, while the amounts 
actually borrowed under temporary loans were reduced by over 
three hundred thousand dollars. 


Payments: 


The payments statement shows that due principally to the new 
assessment the administration costs increased by eighty thousand 
dollars, protection of person and property by twenty thousand 
dollars, and public works by two hundred thousand dollars, while 
the payments for grants, aid, health, relief, etc., were reduced by 
about forty-five thousand dollars. 


Assets: 


Little can be said regarding this statement, as if the figures for 
the two dissolved municipal districts were taken into account, the 
figures in this statement would be almost identical with last year. 
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Liabilities: 

The outstanding column on which comment is necessary in this 
statement is the column headed “Reserve for Non-collection of 
Taxes.” Each year more municipal districts are availing them- 
selves of this column, and since its inception in the year 1936, the 
amount shown has increased by nearly eight hundred thousand 
dollars, the actual increase in the year 1938 being nearly five 
hundred thousand dollars. 


Loans and Debentures: 


As was mentioned in last year’s report, there is only one de- 
benture liability in all the municipal districts in the Province, and 
with accrued interest this now shows at December 31st, 1938, as 
$6,616.02. 


With regard to the columns headed “Unpaid Temporary Loans,” 
we have returned this year to the practice of showing under the 
heading of “Municipal” only loans for strictly municipal purposes, 
loans for seed grain, etc., being shown elsewhere. 


Both the school and the hospital loans show an appreciable 
decrease. 


Mill Rate: 


There has been a considerable increase in the average mill rate 
for the year 1938, the increase being approximately two and one- 
quarter mills, leaving the average at 10.74 mills, and this is the 
highest since the year 1930. The reason for this is that while some 
six or eight municipal districts reduced their mill rate by approxi- 
mately one mill, over forty municipal districts found it necessary 
to increase their mill rates; one municipal district increased it by 
eight mills, two by five mills, seventeen either two or three mills, 
and eighteen by one mill or less. 


PSS STS STS) eg US Pte bee ae on 10.8 
11030 Maier eae ae 10.31 
GEV Jk ee ee ee 9.34 
1 ea cc ak ae, Sc a eS See 8.01 
NA ee Bie eames 8.57 
ACTEM ay etree = es Fe ect ec, 9.60 
GSTS Ss ane eee es ees 9.80 
SE 7p eee eer, Meee ees 8.50 
AS eee tc SER Me oe 10.74 


HospiTraL Tax 


We have again included the Hospital Tax Statement in this year's 
Report, but again it should be noted that some figures contained in 
this Report do not pertain to actual taxes levied, but to the collec- 
tion of moneys under a hospital agreement and the payment of 
hospital bills. 

ScHOOL STATEMENTS 

We intimated last year that as so many school divisions were 
under organization, that in 1938 we might have to revise the set-up 
of these statements considerably. As some parts of the Province are 
not yet in school divisions, it has been decided to include the same 
statement as was prepared last year. 


10 DEPARTMENT OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS 


The Comparative Statements for the past five years have again 
been brought up to date. May we again state that in some instances 
these statements do not contain as many headings as the statements 
for cities, towns, villages and municipal districts, and it will be 
necessary in some instances to refer to the individual statements. 


Respectfully submitted, 


A. SOUTTER, 
Deputy Minister. 
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